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KENDRICK MAKES STATEMENT AT GRAMMYS AGAIN.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sunday night, rapper Kendrick
Lamar took the stage at Madison
Square Garden and delivered an
opening performance filled with
politics and excitement. Lamar
walked away from the Grammy’s
having won four awards in the rap
category for his critically acclaimed
album “DAMN.”

Lamar opened the award ceremony
with a medley of songs off of his
album including, “XXX” featuring a
guest performance from U2’s Bono
and the Edge. Lamar blew the crowd
away with a stage performance by
him and his background dancers
that addressed gun violence and
racial discrimination in America.

“Damn.” has received praise for its
honest and realistic depiction of life
for black Americans. Many have
compared Sunday’s performance
to
Lamar’s
2016
Grammy
performance where he walked
out on stage in a “chain gang” to
his politically charged song, “The
Blacker The Berry.”

Blankenship to bring campaign President Trump and congressional
to Big Sandy Superstore Arena leaders to take retreat at Greenbrier

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The former Massey CEO and West Virginia
Republican Senatorial candidate, Don Blankenship,
will come to Huntongton, West Virginia for
a campaign rally Thursday. Blakenship was
convicted of conspiracy to violate federal mine
safety standards and served one year in prison.
Blankenship’s conviction came 6 years after one of
his mines exploded, leaving 29 men dead.

WEST VIRGINIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

U.S. Representative Evan Jenkins, R-W.Va,
confirmed Monday morning that President
Donald Trump and fellow GOP congressional
members will take a retreat to the Greenbrier
Resort. The resort is owned by West Virginia
Governor Jim Justice who changed his party last
time the president visited West Virginia.
page designed and edited by TOM JENKINS| jenkins194@marshall.edu
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Safe Space training aims to Marshall prepares
teach Marshall community for cold conditions
about inclusivity on campus

LILLY DYER | PHOTO EDITOR

Safe space stickers indicate safe offices who members of the LGBTQ+ community can reach out to if they need to.
By SARAH INGRAM

THE PARTHENON
Students and faculty attended Safe Space Training in
Drinko Library on Monday to become more aware of the
LGBTQ+ community and how to respect those included
in this community. The purpose of the training was to
reduce homophobia, transphobia, cisgenderisms, as well
as other gender and sexuality phobias or misunderstandings on Marshall’s campus.
Shaunte Polk, program administrator at Marshall
University, coordinated the event with the Social Justice,
Diversity and LGBTQ+ committees. Polk spoke about why
the groups wanted to provide members of this community with allies and resources on campus.
“It came out of a necessity for the community to identify people who will support (the LGBTQ+ community),”
Polk said. “To have spaces where they have support and
can feel safe.”
The event covered common mistakes people make
when addressing the LGBTQ+ community. These included using correct gender pronouns, accepting people
when they announce they are coming out or transitioning, as well as how sex does not mean gender.
Feon Smith, associate professor for Adult and Continuing Education, attended the event so she could

learn more about the offices and resources available for
Marshall students who may be struggling to find help.
After the training ended though, she said that the most
interesting thing she learned was using accurate personal pronouns for people who may not identify with
he or she.
“Primarily, what I learned today was all the different pronouns and how there are so many of them,”
Smith said. “That helped me because (Polk) mentioned
pronouns in the classroom, and I have never thought
to ask someone.”
The training also included videos from YouTuber chescaleigh, Buzzfeed and Wanda Sykes to show the attendees
how to be better allies to the community. Ways of doing so
include asking questions, listening instead of talking and
never trying to force someone to out them self.
Polk also encouraged everyone who attended to
recognize that the LGBTQ community is not just part
of that community, but they are also athletes, scholars,
parents and more.
“We single them out as just being LGBTQ,” Polk said.
“They are so much more than that. That is just a piece of
who they are. So, let’s recognize them as more than that.”
Sarah Ingram can be contacted at ingram51@
marshall.edu.

Women’s Studies works
to provide journals for
Golden Girls Group Home

By HANNA PENNINGTON

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Women’s
Studies program is organizing
a Valentine’s Day fundraiser to
provide private journals for
young women at the Golden Girls
Group Home.
The group home located in Ceredo houses 24 girls ages 12-18 and
specializes in cases of abuse, neglect
and abandonment.
Laura Michele Diener, associate
professor of history and director of
Women’s Studies, said the idea came
from girls at the home who requested a private journal when a previous
fundraiser generated extra money.
“A few of the girls specifically
asked for a diary with a lock on it,”
Diener said. “For teenagers, it’s really
important to have privacy. I thought it
would be something that would be really important to all of them.”
Diener said writing in a diary or
journal is a good way for the girls to
build their self-confidence and prepare them for higher education.
“A lot of them have been through
trauma, so creativity is a good therapeutic practice for them,” Diener
said. “They also need to know that

a college experience is available to
them, and learning to write and express yourself is one of the most
basic steps to get there.”
Nikki Thomas, Advancement Director at the GGGH, said journaling
is a way for the girls to express themselves in a creative and safe way.
“It’s a way to release any anger or
things they may be feeling that they
don’t feel comfortable talking to anybody about,” Thomas said.
Thomas said the journals give the
girls an outlet that they desperately
need, but there are other ways to become involved as well.
Diener said the Women’s Studies
program previously raised money in
an internet campaign that allowed all
24 girls to receive a new pair of Converse sneakers.
“We got an amazing response from
people, not just from Marshall and the
community, but from all around the
U.S. because different people were
sharing it,” Diener said.
Diener said although enough funds
for the 24 journals have already been
collected, donations are still welcome
to provide extras for newcomers and
to help fill other needs.
“The girls switch in and out and
some get adopted, so they always

maintain that 24,” Diener said. “You
can never have too many journals.”
Thomas said any donations or
financial support is appreciated
and will help the girls with recreational activities.
“The girls wouldn’t have Christmas presents or be able to go on any
trips, like camping or the movies,
without fundraising,” Thomas said.
Thomas said programs like Marshall’s Women’s Studies coming
together to support them is very
important for the non-profit group
home’s success.
Diener said anyone interested
in tutoring or other volunteer
work is also welcome at the GGGH,
since many of the girls are behind
in school.
The home was founded almost 36
years ago and housed only a few girls,
but Thomas said it has grown significantly, and the need for similar shelters
continues to increase.
“With the current opioid crisis,
we are seeing a rise in severe abuse
cases,” Thomas said. “We have their
daughters. These are the innocent
victims from it.”
Hanna Pennington can be
contacted at penningto131@marshall.edu.

Marshall Athletics urges young girls to get involved in sports
By COURTNEY ANDREWS

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University athletes encouraged girls ages
4 to 12 to participate in sports at the 21st annual
Sweetheart Clinic Sunday, at which the girls learned
about and experienced some of the sports programs
offered at Marshall.
“As athletes, we definitely should be giving back to the
community, and by just getting the girls out here and participating with us, I think we’re doing that,” sophomore
golfer Shelby Brauckmuller said.
The participating girls went to nine different stations
for 20 minutes and were able to partake in the sports
played by the female athletes at Marshall. The girls experienced golf, volleyball, tennis, softball, soccer, swimming,

cheerleading, basketball and track while at the clinic.
“Having an event full of females and getting females
into athletics is really big,” senior softball player Elicia
D’Orazio said. “I know back home in Florida they do a
lot of stuff like this, so seeing it done up here is really
cool too.”
Along with free admission, participants received a free
t-shirt, were involved in a pep rally led by Marshall cheerleaders, and went to a pizza party prior to the Women’s
Basketball game.
“I think being an athlete you see how much support
not only the parents have, but the kids have at games,
so giving back to all of them is huge” D’Orazio said.
Courtney Andrews can be reached at andrews46@
marshall.edu.
page designed and edited by BREANNA FRANCIS | francis70@marshall.edu
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The Memorial Fountain is not immune to the cold weather, as snow covers campus
grounds througout the winter months.
By KYRA BISCARNER

THE PARTHENON
As weather gets colder, Marshall University’s administration prepares for the
inevitable problems the cold will bring.
According to President Jerry Gilbert,
the university has a committee that
makes the decision on whether or not
to cancel classes. The committee includes the vice president of operations,
the president, senior vice president for
communications and marketing, MUPD
chief, the university provost, the operations director at the South Charleston
campus and the dean of the Marshall
Medical School.
“We have a process and a committee that meets typically 5:30 a.m. of a
morning where there is a weather event
to decide if there was evidence the day
before to see if there’s reason to close,”
Gilbert said. “Then there’s discussion
about what the conditions are like then
a decision is made from that group.”
Gilbert said safety is the main concern when deciding whether or not to
cancel classes. Marshall Police Chief
Jim Terry said it is the students, faculty
or staff’s decision on whether or not to
come in to campus.
“If they don’t feel safe, that’s their
call; they have to make that determination,” Terry said. “We are looking
at road conditions, we call in, we are
looking at the weather, we meet at

5:30, but we’re probably all up at 4
calling around seeing what’s going on,
and then we make that decision.”
Another consideration is whether or
not the sidewalks and parking lots are
safe for students. While the sidewalks
are cleared by the Marshall Physical
Plant, the parking lots are cleared by a
contracted company.
According to Terry, the policy for
clearing campus parking lots is if the
snow is less than three inches it will
not be pushed unless there is going to
be a continuation.
Senior Vice President for Communications and Marketing Ginny Painter
said the committee tries to take every
factor into consideration.
“We have students who pay a lot of
money for tuition,” Painter said. “So,
we need to get them in class as much
as absolutely possible, so you’re always
having to balance the safety versus not
cancelling class.”
Gilbert said he tries to ensure that
the best decision is made when it
comes to cancelling class and closing campus.
“I think you have to make the best
judgement,” Gilbert said. “It won’t always be the right decision, but your
hope is that you will most of the time
make the right decision when not to
cancel and when to cancel.”
Kyra Biscarner can be contacted
at biscarner@marshall.edu.

New renovations to increase
opportunities for students in
the College of Education
By HANNAH PETRACCA

FOR THE PARTHENON
Jenkins Hall, one of Marshall University’s original buildings, is currently
undergoing renovations after a portion
of the building had been closed for over
three years.
Construction began in October
2017, starting with the lower level of
the building. When it is complete, there
will be expanded classrooms, a science
lab and a study lounge for students.
The renovations will eventually
take place on other floors of Jenkins
Hall, which means quite a bit of moving around for the staff and students
in the College of Education. All renovations are on track to be complete
in 2019.
The lower level is currently on
schedule to be finished by Spring
Break and class ready by the fall

semester. During Spring Break,
renovations will begin on the second floor of the building, which will
move the administrative offices to
the lower level for the remaining
spring and summer.
Brean Stewart, business manager of
College of Education and Professional
Development, said the renovations are
definitely a selling point for recruiting.
She said she looks forward to being
able to tell potential students and their
parents about the upgraded facility
and technology.
Programs and offices will be moving
around or closing during these renovations, one of those programs being the
LRC which will be closing Feb. 16 and
re-opening in a temporary location on
April 9.
Hannah Petracca can be contacted
at petracca@marshall.edu.
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Herd hoops fights for first place, falls to WKU in rematch
By RICK FARLOW

SPORTS EDITOR
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — More
than 7,300 fans filed into E.A.
Diddle Arena Saturday night
to witness a Conference USA
men’s basketball showdown between the Marshall Thundering
Herd and the Western Kentucky
Hilltoppers. After a physical,
foul-laden 40 minutes of play
in front of a sold-out crowd, the
Herd fell short, 85-74. With the
win, WKU completed the regular
season sweep over Marshall, after defeating Marshall Jan. 6.
“Good ball game,” Marshall
head coach Dan D’Antoni said.
“Congratulations to Western
on putting on a nice affair with
fans coming out. It’s great for
basketball, and it’s great for
Conference USA.”
Illness and injury plagued
Marshall in its first meeting
with WKU, leading to a lopsided
112-87 loss at the Henderson
Center—its worst defeat and
first home loss of the season.
Coming into Saturday, though,
the Herd was full-strength.
The result was anything
but lopsided.
“We weren’t prepared the
first time,” D’Antoni said. “A lot
of things happened. Penava
was hurt and we had four
guys on IV right before the
game. Our game was a lot better this time than it was at our
place. We got a little better feel
for our team.”
Junior guards C.J. Burks and
Jon Elmore led the offensive
charge for the Herd. Burks shot
60 percent (6-for-10) from

beyond the arch and 62.5 percent (10-for-16) from the field.
The reigning C-USA Player of
the Week scored a game-high
29 points, leading the Herd in
scoring for the fifth-straight
contest. Elmore scored 19 of his
own, combining with Burks for
48 of Marshall’s 74 total points.
Elmore also shot 90 percent (9for-10) from the line and led the
team with nine rebounds and
six assists.
“(Burks) carried us a lot,
especially
making
shots,”
D’Antoni said. “Jon was pretty
good, too. He didn’t make the
shots C.J. did, but he kept getting to the rim and forcing
everybody down, which left
Burks open.”
The Herd trailed for most of
the game, as WKU’s defense
wouldn’t relinquish the lead
until 12:12 in the second half,
when Burks drained a three to
give Marshall a 59-58 advantage. After WKU guard Taveion
Hollingsworth was called for a
technical foul with 4:39 remaining, Elmore hit four straight
free-throws to give the Herd a 7470 advantage—its largest lead
of the night. WKU responded,
though, with a 15-0 scoring run.
Marshall went scoreless for the
rest of the game.
“We went up 74-70, and I
thought we had three chances to
score, D’Antoni said. “If we had
made two of those, we’d have
beaten (WKU). To their credit,
they capitalized on it and won
the ball game.”
Defense was key, as baskets
came at a minimum for both

teams. Overall, Marshall shot just
40.6 percent (26-for-64) from
the field and 31.3 percent (10for-32) from beyond the arch.
Comparatively, the Hilltoppers
shot 47.6 percent (30-for-63)
from the field and made 38.3
percent (5-for-13) of its threepoint attempts.
Aside from shooting troubles,
size and physicality—especially inside the paint—worked
to Marshall’s disadvantage.
With 46 points in the paint, the
Hilltoppers nearly doubled Marshall’s total of 26. Additionally,
Marshall committed 27 personal fouls—20 of which WKU
converted into points via free
throw—as junior forward Ajdin
Penava and freshman forward
Darius George both fouled out
before playing a full 20 minutes.
“We just tried to pound that
ball inside,” said WKU head
coach Rick Stansbury. “We had
(Marshall) in foul trouble. They
weren’t wanting to guard us,
they weren’t wanting to foul us,
and we kept pounding inside,
over and over.”
Marshall’s size woes were
a theme all night. The Herd’s
6-foot-9, 205-pound freshman forward Jannson Williams
earned his third-career start
and maintained size balance between the two teams. However,
Williams left the game permanently after falling hard and
suffering a leg injury within the
first five minutes of play.
“We have to keep our big
men on the floor a little longer,”
D’Antoni said. “We lost Jannson
(Williams), our other big. So, we

were basically playing with four
guards and a light forward.
For WKU, size helped win the
game. Starting forwards Dwight
Coleby and Justin Johnson,
WKU’s largest players, dominated the Herd in the paint. The
6-foot-nine, 245-pound graduate student, Coleby, scored 18
points and yielded 13 rebounds
for a double-double. Johnson, a
six-foot-seven, 245-pound senior had eight points and 12
rebounds of his own.
“We found a way to win tonight without our leading scorer
having his best offensive night,”
Stansbury said. “But when the
game was on the line in the
last four or five minutes, it became winning time. Our guys
found a way.”
With the loss, the Herd fell to
14-7 (5-3 C-USA) and holds sole
possession of fourth place in the
conference standings. WKU improved to 15-6 (7-1 C-USA), tied
with Old Dominion for second
place in the standings. Marshall will travel to Texas next
weekend to face UTSA (11-11,
4-5 C-USA) Thursday and UTEP
(7-14, 2-7 C-USA) Saturday.
“I’m proud of my kids,”
D’Antoni said. “It was a good
game. Good for me to coach, good
for players to play. I’d rather play
in front of a packed house and
lose than play in front of 10 people and win. If you’re winning
in front of 10 people there’s nobody that cares anyway.”
Rick Farlow can be
contacted
at
farlow@
marshall.edu.

Herd snaps six-game skid, beats FIU
By COURTNEY ANDREWS

THE PARTHENON
Marshall women’s basketball (7-13, 1-6 C-USA) secured its first conference victory Sunday afternoon
with a 78-75 win in nail-biting fashion against FIU (614, 3-4 C-USA).
“Obviously that feels really good. I’m proud of our
team,” head coach Tony Kemper said. “(FIU) started
the game really hot and I didn’t think our defense
was awful. We were in the neighborhood, so to speak.
They just hit them all.”
In the first quarter, FIU shot 68.8 percent from the
field and 3-for-4 from behind the arch, giving the Panthers a 28-19 lead after the first quarter. Marshall
outscored FIU in every quarter but the first.
Shayna Gore led the charge for the Herd with her
first double-double of the season, scoring 24 points
and adding 10 rebounds. Senior forward Talequia
Hamilton, freshman guard Kristen Mayo and junior
forward Ekaterina Zhibareva (10) all finished with
double digits, as well.
FIU was led by junior guard Kristian Hudson’s 24
points, with nine coming from behind the arc. Redshirt junior forward Kiandre’a Pound and freshman
forward Callie Cavanaugh both had double-doubles
of their own. Pound had 12 points and 10 rebounds,
while Cavanaugh scored 11 points with 10 rebounds.
Sophomore guard Kayla Rogers added 14 points of
her own.
“We stayed level-headed, and that’s good because
we haven’t had a lot of things go well for us for a while.
We were calm, didn’t panic on offense and just kept
playing the right way and got good shots,” Kemper
said. “That gave us a chance to win.”
Zhibareva hit a low post jumper with 5:14 left in the
fourth to give the Herd the lead. Then, she hit a corner three on the Herd’s next possession to extend the
lead 74-68. FIU fought back and scored a layup and
a three on their next two possessions to bring them
within one point with 2:48 left in the game. Hamilton
secured an offensive rebound and had a put-back layup to give Marshall a 76-73 lead with 33 seconds left.
“I was just wanting us to get a stop,” Hamilton
said. “Sometimes when we get excited we forget to
play defense, so I was just thinking that we need to

THIS WEEK IN

ATHLETICS

1. Middle Tennessee (8-1, 16-5)
T2. Old Dominion (7-1, 16-4)
T2. WKU (7-1, 15-6)		
4. MARSHALL (5-3, 14-7)
T5. UAB (5-4, 14-8)		
T5. North Texas (5-4, 12-10)		
T7. LA Tech (4-5, 13-9)		

T7. Southern Miss (4-5, 11-11)
T7. UTSA (4-5, 11-11)
T7. Florida Atlantic (4-5, 10-11)
11. FIU (3-6, 9-13)
T12. UTEP (2-7, 7-14)
T12. Rice (2-7, 5-17)
14. Charlotte (1-7, 5-14)

Herd runs strong at 2018
Thundering Herd Invitational

get a stop.”

By LUKE CREASY

RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

Shayna Gore celebrates the Herd’s 78-75 win over FIU
Sunday afternoon at the Cam Henderson Center.
Gore solidified the 78-75 victory with a pair of free
throws, and the Herd stopped FIU on their last drive
with eight seconds left.
“I’m proud of how our team handled coming in today after what happened Friday night, where nothing
really went right,” Kemper said. “They went back to
work and the result today feels good.”
Marshall hits the road for its next two contests, at
Charlotte (7-13, 3-4 C-USA) Friday and at Southern
Miss (12-8, 4-3 C-USA) Sunday.
Courtney Andrews can be contacted at
andrews46@marshall.edu

MEN’S BASKETBALL

AT UTSA
THURSDAY, 8 P.M.

STANDINGS

RICK FARLOW

Jon Elmore puts up a shot against WKU Satuday evening at E.A.
Diddle Arena. Elmore finished with 19 points and nine rebounds.

AT UTEP
SATURDAY, 9 P.M.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

AT CHARLOTTE
FRIDAY, 7 P.M.

AT SOUTHERN MISS
SUNDAY, 3 P.M.

THE PARTHENON
Marshall track and field returned home this weekend with a strong performance inside the Chris Cline Indoor Athletics Facility at the 2018 Thundering Herd Invitational.
Appalachian State won the meet with 132 points and Marshall finished second with
99, tallying two event wins and 21 top-10 finishes.
Marshall track and field head coach Jeff Small said that after a setback at the
Gladstein Invitational, coming home was good for team morale.
“We had a little valley there,” Small said. “Now, just to be back home on this track,
the whole groups are coming together. Overall, I really think we made a great jump
forward today as a program.”
Junior Reneese Batson started the meet on a high note for the Herd, taking first place
in the women’s weight throw with a best throw 17.43 meters (57 feet, 2.25 inches).
Marshall had a pair of top-four finishes in the triple jump. Junior Melany Belot finished second (12.17m/39 ft. 11.25 in.) and sophomore Denisha West finished fourth
(11.87m/38 ft. 11.50 in.).
Sophomore Safiyyah Mitchell won the 60-meter hurdles with a time of 8.49 seconds,
falling just short of the program record of 8.42 seconds. Her time set a new facility and
meet record and is the best time this season throughout Conference USA.
“I wanted to PR (personal record) really bad,” Mitchell said. “I was just trying to push
as hard as I could. I got out really slow, but I brought it back at the end.”
Freshman Lauren Zaglifa broke the school record in the indoor pole vault in her
second competition for the Herd with a best clearance of 3.50 meters (11 feet 5.75
inches). She said the key to success was using adrenaline and guidance from the coaching staff to help her relax while competing.
“It’s cool because they know the mental blocks,” Zaglifa said. “They know what I’m
feeling when I’m up in the air and it really helps.”
Mitchell said the team’s consistency through its first four events of the indoor season
provides confidence moving forward into the next event.
“We have a really good team this year,” Mitchell said. “In our conference we have a
chance to become one of the best.”
Complete results from the 2018 Thundering Herd Invitational can be found on
HerdZone.com.
Marshall track and field will travel to Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia for
the Darius Dixon Memorial Invitational this coming weekend.
Luke Creasy can be contacted at creasy4@marshall.edu.

SWIM AND DIVE

TRACK AND FIELD

AT VIRGINIA TECHNOTATIONAL (HOST: VIRGINIA TECH)
FRIDAY-SUNDAY

DARIUS DIXON MEMORIAL INVITATIONAL AT LIBERTY
FRIDAY-SATURDAY

page designed and edited by KIERAN INTEMANN | intemann@marshall.edu

TENNIS

AT MINNESOTA
SATURDAY, TBD

VS. UTAH OR DePAUL
SUNDAY, TBD
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Editorial

Celebrities talk politics, as they should
Award show season is in full swing, with the
Golden Globes, SAG Awards, and most recently,
the Grammy’s behind us. For many celebrities
attending and accepting awards, events like
these are seen as an ample time to speak out
about politics and other social issues. However, much like the NFL being chastised for its
players making political statements by taking a
knee during the national anthem, celebrities are
likewise criticized for using their screen time at
award shows to talk politics.
At last night’s Grammy’s show, one particular bit included multiple celebrities, including
former presidential candidate Hillary Clinton,
reading bits of the controversial book, “Fire and
Fury: Inside the Trump White House,” written
by Michael Wolff. While the awards show was
filled with political commentary from celebrities like Kendrick Lamar, Trevor Noah and Sarah
Silverman, this particular bit caused quite the
uproar amongst conservatives.
“I have always loved the Grammys,” tweeted
United Nations ambassador Nikki Haley, “but to
have artists read the Fire and Fury book killed
it. Don’t ruin great music with trash. Some of us
love music without the politics thrown in it.”
What is so interesting about this tweet is that
it is a politician tweeting about the arts asking
that artists not talk about politics. It is easy to
spot the hypocrisy. This isn’t the first time a
politician has condemned celebrities for their
awards show statements, however.
Just last year, President Trump took to Twitter to rant about actress Meryl Streep’s snub at

the Golden Globes, writing, “Meryl Streep, one
of the most over-rated actresses in Hollywood,
doesn’t know me but attacked last night at the
Golden Globes. She is a Hillary flunky who lost
big.”
Many critics claim that entertainers should
just do their jobs, which is to entertain. But this
is flawed thinking, because these actors, musicians, comedians and other celebrities are more
than their professions. They are real people
with real opinions, and given a stage and a microphone, it is only right and democratic for
them to share their views.
“This is America,” said actor Mark Ruffalo to
Buzzfeed. “Part of our democracy is to be able to
exchange ideas openly and freely, and I always
find it laughable when people tell me to shut up,
you know, ‘you’re just an actor.’”
Ruffalo went on to say that in many ways,
actors and actresses have great insight into humanity that lends itself to political discussion.
“The kind of beautiful thing about being an
actor is you get to see a lot of different aspects
of life--people’s lives,” Ruffalo said. “You enter
them, you get to know them, and so in some
sense, I think we’re actually well-positioned and
have quite a lot to share and have a really deep
understanding of the world in ways that probably a lot of politicians don’t even have.”
Although others shared Ruffalo’s sentiments,
the Grammy’s ratings dropped 24 percent according to The New York Times, a nine-year low
with only 19.8 million viewers. While other factors could be to blame, the increasingly political

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sarah Silverman, left, and Victor Cruz introduce a performance by Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yankee at the 60th annual
Grammy Awards at Madison Square Garden on Sunday, Jan. 28, 2018, in New York. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP)
nature of shows like these appear to be the
main culprit.
Former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
tweeted this on Sunday: “Breaking wind from
CNN! Grammy’s canceled 2nite! Total lack of interest from public in seeing millionaire celebs
whine about how hard their lives are.” He then
went on to plug his own show.
Awards shows aren’t alone in losing viewers,
with the 2017 NFL season down in viewership
by almost 10 percent, according to The Wall
Street Journal. Also lost was a little more than

All eyes on President Trump as he prepares for first State of the Union address

$2 billion of in-game advertising. With players
taking a knee across the league, viewers and advertisers alike appear fed up with the collision
of politics and entertainment.
The public must accept that its favorite celebrities are real people with real stories and real
opinions. It is, really, their responsibility to use
their platform to speak out against injustice.
Their purpose in life is not solely to entertain.
Throughout history entertainers have used
their platform to make political statements, and
democracy should be glad that they do.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this Jan. 21, photo, lights shine inside the U.S. Capitol Building as night falls in Washington. President
Donald Trump will deliver his first State of the Union address tonight but, as always, lawmakers are angling to
steal part of the spotlight. Many female Democratic lawmakers plan to follow the lead of celebs at this year’s
Golden Globe Awards by wearing black to the State of the Union. (AP Photo/J. David Ake)
By TOM JENKINS

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
President Trump is expected to address issues
such as immigration, the
rise in economic success and
brag about his deal-making
ability in the reopening of
the government. He has already hinted at saying this
address will follow his “offthe-cuff” style of speech.
This address comes after
the recent government shutdown.
Trump will enter in today’s speech following a
tumultuous first year in office. Having faced questions
of Russian collusion, constant media controversy and
a lack of ability to pass much

of his agenda in his first
year, the president will look
to reassure the nation of his
administration’s success.
In an interview this past
Tuesday, the president told
Fox & Friends, “All I can do is
speak from the heart and say
what I want to do.”
Many are wondering what
the tone of the address will
be. The last time the president gave a speech of this
magnitude was his inauguration, where many say
the president had a grim or
bleak tone. According to the
New York Post, the president’s staff is urging him to
bring a much more positive
tone this time.
In
2010,
President
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news and editorial content.
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Barrack Obama similarly addressed the nation in what
was seen as his first State of
the Union address. Trump
and Obama will have faced
two entirely different nations after today’s address.
Obama was received with
an overwhelming amount
of excitement and optimism
going into his first speech.
According to a Time Magazine poll, Obama in his first
year as president had a 67
percent approval rating.
The highest first year approval rating since President
Jimmy Carter. In that same
poll President Trump had a
45 percent rating, being the

see TRUMP | pg. 5
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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Michigan AG seeks university
emails texts in Nassar review

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Attorney General Bill Schuette announces an open and ongoing investigation into the systemic issues with
sexual misconduct at Michigan State University that began in 2017 on Jan. 27, at the G. Mennen Williams
Building in Lansing, Mich. Schuette said that the independent probe will shine a bright light on every corner
of the university.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
LANSING, Mich. (AP) — State Attorney General
Bill Schuette is asking Michigan State University
for emails and text messages related to Larry
Nassar, an initial salvo in his investigation into
how the college handled complaints against the
longtime campus sports doctor who was sentenced to decades in prison last week for sexually
assaulting female athletes.
In a letter released Monday, Schuette and his
special independent counsel, William Forsyth,
requested the communications of 20 current
and former school officials, including the entire
eight-member governing board of trustees and
President Lou Anna Simon and athletic director
Mark Hollis — who both quit last week after Nassar's sentencing.
Also being sought by Feb. 9 are records related
to three people who have been under heightened
scrutiny since Nassar was fired in September
2016: longtime gymnastics coach Kathie Klages,
who retired last February after being suspended
for defending Nassar in a team meeting; sports
medicine doctor Brooke Lemmen, who resigned
in January 2017 amid allegations that she did not
tell the university in 2015 that Nassar was being
invested by USA Gymnastics after the school had
cleared him in a 2014 Title IX probe; and William
Strampel, the former dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine who began a leave of absence
for medical reasons in December.
In the letter dated Saturday, investigators
asked for Strampel's work computer, his work
cellphone and his work calendars "immediately."

They also requested "all records" of any university investigation into the Nassar matter,
including a review conducted by former Chicago
federal prosecutor Patrick Fitzgerald. He was
hired by the school and has said no one there
knew that Nassar committed crimes.
A message seeking comment was left with a
university spokesman on Monday.
Nassar was sentenced to 40 to 175 years in
prison last week at the end of an extraordinary
seven-day hearing at which more than 150
women and girls said he had molested them
under the guise of medical treatment. Victims
blamed Michigan State, USA Gymnastics and the
U.S. Olympic Committee for not doing more earlier to stop him.
One woman, Larissa Boyce, said she and a fellow teenage teammate complained about Nassar
to Klages in 1997, when they trained with the
Spartan youth gymnastics team.
"Instead of notifying authorities or even
my parents, we were interrogated," Boyce
said in her statement to the court. "We were
led to believe we were misunderstanding a
medical technique. ... She humiliated and silenced me."
Nassar's accusers have said he would use his
ungloved hands to penetrate them digitally and
engage in other inappropriate touching when
they were seeking treatment for back, hip, leg,
foot and other injuries.
An attorney who represents Klages and
Strampel declined to comment Monday, citing a
lawsuit that has been filed against them.

TRUMP cont. from 4
lowest since Carter.
Obama did face a much more anxious
nation due to the economic crisis that he
stepped into. Compare that to Trump where
many American’s believe that the economy
is doing well and is on the rise. In a poll by
CBS News, 39 percent of American’s believe
Trump’s economic policies are responsible
for the state of the economy.
One piece of legislation that will surely
be touted as Trump and the Republican’s
biggest success will be the GOP Tax Cut
Plan passed in December. It’s still too early
to see the effects that this piece of legislation will have on America, but one can be
sure that it will be a main talking point during the address.
For Trump, looking forward to healthcare
will be on a list of many issues. He has continued to reiterate his crusade to end the
Affordable Care Act, and with added legislation to the Tax Cut Plan, the Republicans
were able to end the individual mandate
required by the Affordable Care Act.
A deal that may change the direction of

Court: 'Immigrant children
don't have right to free lawyer'
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Immigrant children are not entitled to attorneys paid for by the government when
facing deportation, a federal appeals court
ruled Monday.
The judges rejected a claim by the American
Civil Liberties Union and immigrant groups
that children have a constitutional due process
right to a free attorney.
A system already exists to give the children
a fair hearing, and requiring the government
to provide free attorneys would be an expense
that would "strain an already overextended immigration system," a three-judge panel of the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said.
The plaintiffs said many of the thousands of
children the government seeks to deport each
year appear before judges without a lawyer because they can't afford one or find one to take
their cases for free.
The result is an unfair process that pits children with no ability to navigate complex legal
issues against seasoned government attorneys,
the groups say.
Ahilan Arulanantham, legal director at the
ACLU of Southern California, said the group had
not decided its next step.
"The statistical evidence, which the court acknowledged, is that children are many, many
times more likely to win their cases if they have
legal representation," he said.
The 9th Circuit considered a case filed by a
13-year-old boy identified only as "C.J." who
fled Honduras with his mother after facing
death threats, including a gun to his head, when

Cleveland Indians dropping Chief Wahoo logo from uniforms
ASSOCIATED PRESS
The Cleveland Indians are dropping the
Chief Wahoo logo from their uniforms
next year after decades of protests and
complaints that the grinning, red-faced
caricature used in one version or another
since 1947 is racist.
The move, announced Monday, came after protracted discussions between team
owner Paul Dolan and baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred.
The cartoonish image of a big-toothed
American Indian with a scarlet face and a
single feather in his headdress will come
off the team's sleeves and caps starting
with the 2019 season, when Cleveland will
host the All-Star Game.
"Major League Baseball is committed to
building a culture of diversity and inclusion throughout the game," Manfred said in
a statement. He said the logo "is no longer
appropriate for on-field use."
The decision is unlikely to quell complaints from Native American organizations
and others who see the symbol — and the
team's very name — as insensitive. The Indians will continue to wear the Wahoo logo
in 2018, and even after it is gone from the
uniform, the club will sell merchandise featuring the mascot in the Cleveland area.
"I'm elated," Philip Yenyo, executive director of the American Indian Movement
of Ohio, said of the decision to remove Wahoo from uniforms. "But at the same time,
I think it should be this year. I don't understand why they're drawing this out. It
doesn't make any sense to me, unless they
want to continue to make what's basically
blood money."

He added: "Just make the leap already."
Yenyo and others have demanded that
the team go further and drop "Indians" as
its name: "If they don't get rid of the name,
then you're still going to have fans going down there wearing headdresses and
painted in redface."
Amid the intensifying debate, the club
has slowly moved away from the logo in
recent years. The Indians replaced it with
a "C'' as their primary logo and removed
signs depicting Chief Wahoo from Progressive Field, the team's ballpark.
There was no immediate reaction from
Indians players.
"It's a big disappointment," Jeremiah
Baker said at a sporting goods store in
suburban Westlake as he picked through a
clearance bin of caps with his wife and two
children. "Chief Wahoo has been so iconic
for so many years, and I understand that
some people may be offended, but it's a
blow to native Clevelanders."
National criticism and scrutiny over
Chief Wahoo grew in 2016, when the Indians made the World Series and Manfred
expressed his desire to have the team drop
the symbol. During the playoffs, a lawsuit
was filed while the club was playing in
Toronto to have the logo and team name
banned from Canadian TV. A judge dismissed the case.
The Indians' bid to host the 2019 All-Star
Game heightened the debate.
"While we recognize many of our fans
have a longstanding attachment to Chief
Wahoo, I'm ultimately in agreement with
Commissioner Manfred's desire to remove
the logo from our uniforms in 2019," Dolan

the speech will be between Trump and
the Democrats. Will the Democrats decide
to fund Trump’s border wall? A campaign
promise that he has made since day one of
his campaign.
On Thursday, the president gave Democrats an ultimatum. In exchange for the
protection of the dreamers and a path to
citizenship, they will help end family-based
migration policies, the border wall and a
crackdown on illegal immigrants.
Depending on what happens with that
deal could determine the tone and direction of Trump’s speech. What can be
expected of the president will be the braggadocios rhetoric Americans have grown
used to.
From the economy to the crime rate or
immigration policies, the president will
be sure to tout his administration’s successes. What will be interesting to see is
if the president will address gun violence.
After the tragic school shooting in Marshall
County, Kentucky the president has still not
released a formal response.
Tom Jenkins can be contacted at jenkins194@marshall.edu.

said in announcing the decision.
The presence of the Wahoo logo is likely
to remain strong in the stands on caps,
T-shirts and signs, and other Native American references in the stadium will probably
persist. For over 40 years, one fan, John
Adams, has pounded a tom-tom in the leftfield bleachers.
The team will continue to sell Chief Wahoo
gear because if it stops doing so, it will lose
ownership of the trademark, and others will
be able to use the symbol as they please.
Reaction to the announcement was swift
on social media as fans took sides on a
touchy topic that has become part of the
Cleveland sports landscape for generations.
Every year, Native American groups have
protested outside the stadium before the
home opener in hopes of getting the Indians not only to abolish Chief Wahoo but to
change the team name.
Many fans are dedicated to preserving
Chief Wahoo and see the logo as a symbol
of the city's resurgence in the mid-1990s,
when the Indians opened their new ballpark and the team made the World Series
for the first time since 1954.
The NFL's Washington Redskins have
come under similar pressure to change
their less-cartoonish Indian-head logo and
their name but so far have resisted. Last
year, a U.S. Supreme Court ruling in another case made it clear that the Redskins
name cannot be stripped of trademark protection just because some find it offensive.
Stanford, Illinois and Dartmouth are
among the colleges and universities that
have dropped Native American nicknames
or symbols for their teams over the years.
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he refused to join a gang.
They arrived in the U.S. in 2014, and the boy
was placed in deportation proceedings three
months later.
An immigration judge told the boy's mother
he had a right to an attorney, but she said she
did not have money, according to the court
ruling. The case went forward without an
attorney, and the judge rejected the boy's asylum application.
The boy sought a free court-appointed attorney for himself and other immigrant children
who face deportation hearings.
Ninth Circuit Judge Consuelo Callahan said
an effective process was already in place to
safeguard the rights of immigrant children.
An immigration judge is required to fully and
fairly ascertain and assess all the facts in the
case, not just act as a neutral arbiter, according
to Callahan. An appeals panel can send cases
back to immigration judges if they fail to perform that duty.
Arulanantham said an immigration judge
was not an adequate substitute for a lawyer.
In C.J.'s case, the 9th Circuit said the immigration judge made some mistakes, but none that
would have changed the outcome. The court
upheld the immigration judge's decision to
deny asylum.
In a separate opinion, 9th Circuit Judge John
Owens said the court was not ruling on whether
immigrant children who come to the U.S. without their parents or guardians are entitled to
free attorneys. Owens said that's a different
case that "could lead to a different answer."

CLASSIFIEDS
Call 526-4002 to place your ad

RENTALS
Furnished
Apartments

HIDDEN TRAILS

1 BR efficiency
Utils pd. 304-736-1415
or 304-417-5774
1-2 BR $435-$495
best
price/location
MU area 529-6264
Garages/Storage
Waterford Village Bville
storage units 5x10 to
10x20 304-733-3838
House For Rent
West Virginia
2 BR cottage $445
East End, WD hkp,
yard 529-6264
3 BR, Central Location W/D Hkup, yard
$565. 529-6264
Unfurnished
Apartments

HOLIDAY APTS
1-2-3 BR Pville, OH
740-886-6274
or 304-417-5774

1 BR $325 close to
downtown/busline
529-6264
2 BR $375-$445 quiet
country
setting,
w/d hkup. 529-6264
Apts & Townhouses
EAST PEA RIDGE
2 BR $600 & up +DD
+lease. Great location!
Nice, clean, kit. furn.
laundry facility on-site.
No pets 304-525-3055
304-751-0572

Unfurnished
Apartments
Barboursville.
Waterford Village
1-2-3 BR apts.
Pool, Fitness ctr, more!
304-733-3838 website
waterfordvillage.info
MU FREE WI-FI
RITTER PARK
1&2 BR $450-$575
304-412-3987
Tyler Apts. 7th St W &
Washington Ave nice
clean 1 & 2 BR $450 &
$550, lease +DD
No pets 304-525-3055
or 304-751-0572

Westmoreland

Estates
Near Pharmacy
School Great loc.
for Med & Pharmacy
Students 1 BR
$575 & up,
2 BR, balcony
$650 & up.
Kit Furn., Laundry
facility on-site
Lots of closet
space. Lease/DD
No pets 525-3055,
304-751-0572

'Best in Tri-State'
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‘Heroin(e)’
Documentary
Receives Oscar
Nomination

SCREENSHOT FROM NETFLIX

Huntington Fire Chief Jan Radar responds to a drug overdose in the Neflix documentary short, “Heroin(e).”
By ZACHARY STEVENS

THE PARTHENON
The Netflix documentary “Heroin(e)” has been nominated for an Oscar in the Documentary Short
Story category. “Heroin(e)” is directed by Elaine McMillion Sheldon and her husband Kerrin Sheldon,
and stars Huntington Fire Chief Jan Rader, Cabell County Family Court Judge Patricia Keller and Necia
Freeman, who organizes a brown bag ministry for sex workers in the city of Huntington.
The Sheldons are from West Virginia themselves and worked together on the film about the heroin
epidemic in Huntington. They are both credited as producers, and Elaine McMillion Sheldon is credited as
the director of the documentary. Kerrin Sheldon said the Oscar nomination took both of them by surprise.
“We never thought we’d be nominated this early in our career,” Kerrin Sheldon said. “Or ever. It was
a nice morning when we woke up to the news that we’d been selected for nomination.”
To be nominated for an Oscar in the Documentary Short Story category, a film must run for less
than 40 minutes total. “Heroin(e)” has a runtime of 39 minutes and will be competing against

documentaries such as “Edith and Eddie,” “Heaven is a Traffic Jam on the 405,” “Knife Skills” and
“Traffic Stop.”
The short film focuses on the opioid epidemic in the town of Huntington. Instead of focusing on
the negative aspects of the problem, however, the Sheldons decided to spend the majority of the film
highlighting the successes of the programs and operations led by Rader, Keller and Freeman.
“We wanted to find a more hopeful entry into this issue, so we decided to focus on these three awesome women,” Kerrin Sheldon said. “When you think about the numbers and the people affected, we
wanted to show how much one person can do if they give a concerted effort to helping the person
right in front of them.”
The film has been shown in several local and national viewings, and bookings for viewings are
available on the Sheldon’s website.
The Oscars will take place at 8 p.m. EST on March 4.
Zachary Stevens can be contacted at stevens184@marshall.edu.

Johnny Conqueroo: A Young Wave of Classic Rock ‘N’ Roll

By LILLY DYER

PHOTO EDITOR
In a world of musical hits that
surround their style through pop
and technology, the next wave of
nostalgic 1960’s rock ‘n’ roll is
on the rise. Johnny Conqueroo,
three guys fresh from Lexington,
Kentucky have flooded ears with
psychedelic rock for the past
three years.
Their first EP released in
2015, with a full-length album
right after titled “Washed Up”
in 2016. The album consists of
10 songs that travel through a
variety of sounds that are both
catchy and organic.
Lead singer, Grant Curless,

has a voice beyond his years but
sinks deep into your soul. It’s
a voice that sounds like it has
taken the hard road for the past
30 years.
Their lyrics are captivatingly
similar to old blues, dark but enticing, causing you to want more
and is especially seen within
“Night In Jail” featured on their
EP. The set of songs are engaging and remains interesting
throughout creating an album
worth listening to.
The instrumentals are overwhelmingly ominous, the bass
providing lines that are groovy
while the drum slams into your
chest. Simultaneously, the guitar

wraps it all together with sick
riffs that create a sweaty, garage,
rock ‘n’ roll feel.
Performing is no different. If
anything, this band is incredibly
more addictive when they play
live. On Saturday, Johnny Conqueroo played their first gig in
West Virginia at The Press Club
on 4th Avenue.
Awkward at first, the band
quickly warmed up to the room
and had everyone vibing to their
psychedelic energy.
Heath Holley, who books
bands at The Press, kept repeating, “Why are they so good? It’s
killing me.”
The three of them used their

bodies to the fullest and played
hard. No one could help but be
dumbfounded over how talented these guys are.
If you like Cage The Elephant,
King Gizzard and The Lizard
Wizard or more classic rock
hits like Jimmy Hendrix and The
Rolling Stone, Jimmy Conqueroo
is for you.
It’s rumored that they will
be coming back to Huntington March 15 at The Black
Sheep. Their music can be
found on Spotify, and they
can be followed on all social
media platforms.
Lilly Dyer can be contacted
at dyer67@marshall.edu.

SCREENSHOT FROM FACEBOOK

Album art from Johnny Canqueroo’s 2015 EP, “Washed Up.”

#GrammysSoMale, Recording Academy calls women to ‘step up’

By TOM JENKINS

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
According to a study by the University of California, 9.3 percent
of Grammy nominees from 2013-2018 were female, creating a
gender ratio of 9.7 males to 1 female.
The Grammys have already received criticism for its lack of
representation for women.
Recording Academy president Neil Portnow said if women
wanted to win more in their categories that they needed to “step

up” their performances.
“It has to begin with … women who have the creativity in their
hearts and souls,” Portnow said. “Who want to be musicians,
who want to be engineers, producers and want to be part of the
industry on the executive level … (They need) to step up, because
I think they would be welcome.”
This comes at a time of reckoning for women in media. Portnow is said to have had a dispute with female artist Lorde,
who was nominated for several categories. Lorde was the only

ALBUM OF THE YEAR
Bruno Mars - 24K Magic

female nominated for album of the year. Portnow and the Academy did not allow Lorde to perform one of her songs on stage
by herself, sparking controversy with the Academy. Jay-Z and
Lorde were the only artists nominated for album of the year
that did not perform.
Like #OscarsSoWhite, viewers took to Twitter with the
hashtag #GrammysSoMale, calling out the Recording Academy’s
apparent gender gap.
Tom Jenkins can be contacted at jenkins194@marshall.edu.

BEST POP SOLO PERFORMANCE
Ed Sheeran - “Shape of You”

RECORD OF THE YEAR
Bruno Mars - “24K Magic”

BEST NEW ARTIST
Alessia Cara

SONG OF THE YEAR
Bruno Mars - “That’s What I Like”

BEST ALTERNATIVE ALBUM
The National - Sleep Well Beast

BEST COUNTRY ALBUM
Chris Stapleton - From a Room: Volume 1

BEST ROCK ALBUM
The War On Drugs - A Deeper Understanding

BEST RAP ALBUM
Kendrick Lamar - DAMN.

BEST MUSIC VIDEO
Kendrick Lamar - “HUMBLE.”
OFFICIAL GRAMMYS LOGO
page designed and edited by SADIE HELMICK|helmick32@marshall.edu

